PREFACE 


Tiny tots are all attention. They prick up their ears with curiosity. 
Their eyes twinkle with joy. Their hearts leap up with delight. This rare 
transformation in usually impatient and flighty tiny tots is seen only when 
they listen to stories narrated to them by their elders. They insistently 
demand the narration of the same stories again and again. They love to 
reproduce these stories in their babyish voice and style. Even as they grow 
up, they love to read these stories repeatedly. Their conspicuous fascina- 
tion for stories has enthused us to bring out ‘Vikas Stories for Children’ - 
a series of seven books containing about one hundred stories which will 
surely delight them. 


Most of the stories in this series are gleanings from traditional sources, 
viz., Aesop’s Fables, the Panchtantra, the Hitopdesh, etc. Every story is 
graphically illustrated with beautiful multi-coloured pictures which 
fascinate children. 


Mr. C. K. Sampat, the chief editor and compiler of this series, has been 
a renowned teacher of the English language for more than three decades. 
By dint of his close association with children, he is fully acquainted with 
child psychology. So, the stories have been judiciously graded keeping in 
view the children’s interest and their comprehending abilities. Almost every 


story is concluded with an appropriate moral. It is hoped, these picturesque 
story books will not only entertain the children but also inculcate in them 
sublime virtues and wordly wisdom. 


We hope parents, as well as teachers, will appreciate our well-meant 
attempt and gladly introduce these books to their dear little ones. 
—Publishers 


The books in this series : 
(1) Pink Book (2) Green Book (3) Red Book 
(4) Yellow Book (5) Blue Book 
(6) Violet Book (7) Brown Book 


These books are also available in Marathi, Hindi, 
Gujarati, Bengali, Malayalam and Tamil. 


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be copied, adapted, abridged or translated, 
stored in any retrieval system, computer system, photographic or other system or 
transmitted in any form or by any means without the prior written permission of the 
copyright holders, M/s. Navneet Publications (India) Ltd. Any breach will entail legal 
action and prosecution without further notice. 
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1. Miss Rat Marries the 
King of Rats 


n ambitious Mother Rat wanted to marry her 

beautiful daughter to the most powerful man. After 
thinking hard, she decided that the Sun God would 
be the most suitable match for Miss Rat. 


She went to the Sun God and said, “Sir, will you 
please marry my charming daughter and make her 
your wife ?” 

The Sun God said, “Thank you, Madam, for 
considering me a suitable match for your daughter. 
But I am not the most powerful. The Rain God is more 
powerful than I. He can overshadow me with his clouds.” 
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So the Mother Rat went to the Rain God and said, 
“Sir, will you please marry my charming daughter and 
make her your wife ?” 

The Rain God said, “Thank you, Madam, for 
considering me a suitable match for your daughter. 
But I am not the most powerful. The Wind God is 
more powerful than I. He can blow my clouds far away.” 


So the Mother Rat went to the Wind God and said, 
“Sir, will you please marry my charming daughter and 
make her your wife ?” 


The Wind God said, “Thank you, Madam, for 
considering me a suitable match for your daughter. 
But I am not the most powerful. The Mountain God 
is more powerful than I. He stands in my way and 
stops me. I blow with all my might but I cannot remove 
him from my way.” 


So the Mother Rat went to the Mountain God and 
said, “Sir, will you please marry my charming daughter 
and make her your wife ?” 


The Mountain God said, “Thank you, Madam, for 
considering me a suitable match for your daughter. 
But I am not the most powerful. The King of Rats 
is more powerful than I. He and his fellowmen nibble 
at my sides and make burrows and tunnels inside 
my rocky body.” 


So the Mother Rat went to the King of Rats and 
said, “Sir, will you please marry my charming daughter 
and make her your wife ?” 


The King of Rats said, “Yes, I will.” 


And so Miss Rat was married to the King of Rats 
with great pomp and splendour. 
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2, The Hidden Treasure 


n old farmer had three sons. They were young 

and strong. But they were all very lazy. They wanted 
money to spend. But they did not want to work to 
earn money. 

One day the farmer said to them, “I have buried 
some treasure in our field. Dig out the treasure and 
share it among you.” 

So the next day the young men eagerly went to 
the field and started digging it. They worked hard for 
several days. They dug each and every inch of the 
field but found no treasure anywhere. 


They went to their father and told him that they 
had failed to find the treasure. The father said, “Never 
mind. Now that you have dug the field so well, let 
us sow it with corn.” 
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So they sowed the field with corn. Luckily for them, 
it rained very well that year. The corn ripened and 
the field looked beautiful with the rich crop. The young 
men showed the field to their father with great pride. 


The farmer said, “What a bumper crop! This is the 
very treasure I wanted you to share among you. If you 
work hard, you will get such treasure year after year.” 


SWEET ARE THE FRUITS OF LABOUR. 
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3. The Two Friends 


ne fine morning two friends set out on a boating 
trip. They sailed the boat in the calm sea and 
talked merrily. Soon they were far away from the shore. 


All of z a meet de ties nies deak. A prm aud 
started blowing hard. The sea became rough. The boat 
tossed up and down in the stormy sea. 

Luckily, the two friends saw a plank floating on 
the sea. So they jumped into the sea and aana it. 
But the plank was too small tar 


bear the weight of two. 
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“You are a married man. You must live for your 
wife and children. I am single and so I must go,” said 
one friend to the other. 


“But you have your mother and sister. Who will 
take care of them ?” argued the married man. 


“Indeed you!” said the young man and let off the 
plank. He was drowned. 


After the storm was over, the married friend reached 
home safely. He took care of the mother and the sister 
of his noble friend who was no more in this world. 


TRUE FRIENDS SHARE EACH OTHER’S 
JOYS AS WELL AS SORROWS. 
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4, The Palace and the Cottage 


ing Vikram was known for being just and fair. 

Once he was building a very grand palace for 
himself. The plan for the palace was ready. It was 
noticed that a cottage at the site of the structure would 
mar the beauty of the palace. 


The King called the owner of the cottage. He 
explained his difficulty to the man and offered him 
a big price for his cottage. But the man was very 
stubborn. 

He said, “Your Majesty, please excuse me for turning 
down your offer. I love this cottage more than I love 
myself. Here was I born. Here have I lived all these 
years of my life. Here do I wish to die.” 
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The King thought that it would be unfair on his 
part to use any force. He said to his Minister, “Let 
the cottage stand here. When people see the grand 
palace, they will admire my sense of beauty. When 
they see the cottage, they will admire my sense of 
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5. The Rich Man and his Travels 


rich man was very fond of travelling. Most of the 

time he remained away from his house. Occasion- 
ally, when he came home, he gathered around him 
the young people of the locality. He would tell them 
the wonderful experiences of his wandering life. 


Often he would ask them : 


“Have you seen the Eiffel Tower of Paris?” 
“Have you seen the Leaning Tower of Pisa?” 
“Have you seen the Taj Mahal of Agra?” 
“Have you seen the Qutub Minar of Delhi?” 


Every time the young people would say ‘No’ and 
the traveller would say, “You people always remain 
at home. You are missing the charm of life.” 


One day the young people asked him, “Have you 
ever visited the junk shop in the city? Come, let’s pay 
a visit to it.” 


~ 
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6. The King and the Shepherd Boy 


L ong, long ago, there was a King who was very fond 
of painting portraits. One day he went to a hilltop 
and painted a beautiful picture on a canvas. When 
the picture was ready, he stood before the picture. 
He moved to and fro and gave it a finishing touch 
with his brush. Then he stepped backwards, looking 
at the picture before him, to see how it looked from 
a distance. He reached almost the edge of the hill. 


A shepherd boy, who was grazing his sheep on 
the hill, saw the King. He thought that if the King 
moved back even a bit, he would fall down into the 
valley below and die. So he ran to the picture and 
tore it with a hard blow of his stick. 


The King was very angry with the boy. He rushed 
to the boy and caught him. He angrily shouted, “You 
fool! What have you done ? I will kill you.” 
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The shepherd boy fell on his knees before the King 
and said in a humble voice, “Sir, please look back. 
If I had not done this, you would have fallen down 
and lost your life.” 

The King looked back and thanked the boy for 
saving his life. He said to the boy, “If you had not 
used your presence of mind, I would have certainly 
died.” Then the King took the boy with him to the 
palace and rewarded him with rich gifts. 

Later, the boy was brought to the palace and brought 
up there under the personal care of the King. After 
a few years, he was made the King’s Chief Minister. 
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7. The Rich Lady and the Artist 


Or a rich old lady asked a well-known artist to 
paint her portrait. The artist worked hard on the 
portrait for many days. When the portrait was ready, 
he invited the lady to his studio. 

The old lady came to the studio. She had her pet 
dog with her. She was very fond of the dog. She believed 
that it was the cleverest little animal in the world. 


The lady showed her portrait to the dog. “Look, 
Tomy darling,” she said, “here is your mistress.” But 
the dog showed no interest. 


The wealthy lady turned to the artist and said, 
“I don’t want this portrait. It does not look like me 
at all. Even my clever animal cannot recognize me in 
the portrait.” 

The artist was a man of worldly wisdom. He knew 
about the strange ways of wealthy people. So he did 
not argue. He simply said, “Madam, please come again 
tomorrow. I will make the portrait look so real that 
your Tomy will wag its tail and lick it.” 


The next day the lady visited the studio again. 
The dog wagged its tail and ran to the portrait. It licked 
it with great interest. 

The lady said, “How wonderful! How beautiful! My 
Tomy likes the portrait and so I, too, like it. Please 
wrap it up.” The artist asked for a big price and she 
paid it willingly. 

The artist had a hearty laugh at her back. He had 
rubbed the portrait with a juicy piece of meat. Its smell 
had made the dog lick it. 


CAN TURN A BAD ) BUSINESS INTO 
A GOOD BUSINESS. 
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8. Greedy Karodimal 


nce there was a greedy man named Karodimal. 

One day he wanted to buy a coconut. He went 
to a coconut vendor and asked him the price of a 
coconut. 

“Four rupees each,” said the vendor. 

“Four rupees? Thats too much. Ill pay you three 
rupees,” said Karodimal. 

“If you go a mile ahead, you'll get it there for three 
rupees,” said the vendor. 

Karodimal said to himself, “Money is very precious. 
I don’t mind walking a mile to save a rupee.” 

So he walked down a mile ahead and saw there 
a coconut vendor. He asked him the price of a coconut. 


EEA, À aa 


“Three rupees each,” said the vendor. 

“Three rupees? That’s too much. I'll pay you two 
rupees,” said Karodimal. 

“If you go a mile ahead, you'll get it there for two 
rupees,” said the vendor. 

Again Karodimal said to himself, “Money is very 
precious. I don’t mind walking a mile more to save 
a rupee.” 

So he walked down a mile ahead and saw there 
a coconut vendor. He asked him the price of a coconut. 

“Two rupees each,” said the vendor. 

“Two rupees? Thats too much. I'll pay you one 
rupee,” said Karodimal. 

“If you go a mile ahead, you will reach the beach. 
There you'll get it for one rupee,” said the vendor. 

Again Karodimal said to himself, “Money is very 
precious. I don’t mind walking a mile more to save 
a rupee.” . 
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So Karodimal walked down a mile ahead and 
reached the beach. There were many coconut vendors 
there. Karodimal went to one of them and asked him 
the price of a coconut. 
“One rupee each,” said the vendor. 
"One rupee? Thats too much. I'll pay you fifty 
paise,” said Karodimal. 
The vendor said, “Why don’t you climb up one 
of these coconut trees and get one for nothing ?” 


“That’s right,” said Karodimal and climbed up a 
coconut tree. He tightly held a coconut between two 
hands to pluck it from the tree. But just then his 
legs lost the hold of the trunk and he hung in the 
air. He swung in the air for some time. Then he fell 
down on the sandy beach. He got a coconut just for 
a few scratches on his body and a fracture in his leg. 


GREED IS THE ROOT CAUSE OF MANY 
EVILS AND SUFFERINGS. 
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9. The Brahmin and 
the Three Rogues 


Or morning a Brahmin was walking along a lonely 
path. He had a goat with him. Three rogues saw 
the Brahmin and his goat. 


One of the rogues said, “I wish we could get this 
plump goat from him.” 

Another one said, “Let us run away with the goat. 
This fat Brahmin can’t chase us.” 


The third one said, “There is no need of running 
away. I have a brilliant idea.” And he told his friends 
the trick that he had in his mind. They liked the trick 
very much. They decided to try the trick on the Brahmin. 


So, one of the rogues went to the Brahmin and 


said, “Good morning, Sir. This dog of yours looks 
very smart. Is he a trained dog?” 
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The Brahmin looked at the man angrily and said, 
“Go away, stupid fellow. It is really funny that you 
mistake a goat for a dog.” 

“Will you consider me a wise man if I say that 
your dog is a goat? HA! HA! HA!” said the rogue 
and went away. 

After a while, another rogue came to the Brahmin 
and said, “Good morning, learned Sir. I wonder why 
you are walking when you can very well ride on this 
pony of yours.” 

The Brahmin said, “My goodness! Do you think 
this goat is a pony ?” 

“I thought you were a learned Brahmin. But now 
I understand that you are a fathead who knows no 


difference between a pony and a goat,” said the rogue 
and walked away. 
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Some time later, the Brahmin was approached by 
the third rogue. 

The third rogue said, “Good morning, holy priest. 
Why have you selected this donkey as your fellow 
traveller ?” 

The Brahmin asked nervously, “Is this animal a 
donkey ?” 

“Of course, it is,” said the rogue in an asserting 
tone. 

Now the Brahmin was very much frightened. He 
thought that the goat was really a monster who changed 
his form from time to time. So he ran away, leaving 
the goat behind. 


The three rogues laughed heartily and took the 
goat in their possession. 


~ DON’T CHANGE YOUR OPINION SIMPLY 
BECAUSE OTHERS DO NOT AGREE WITH YOU. 
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10. Birbal and the 
Dishonest Officer 


Or day an officer of Emperor Akbar’s court had 
a challenge with a poor man. He said to the poor 
man, “I will give you five gold coins if you stay in 
the cold water of the pond for one full night.” The 
poor man accepted the challenge because he was badly 
in need of money. 

The next evening the poor man stepped into the 
pond and spent the whole night in the cold water of 
the pond. Guards were posted at the pond to keep 
a watch over the man. They reported to the officer 
in the morning that the man had spent the whole night 
standing in the pond. But the officer did not intend 
to pay five gold coins. f 
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When the poor man went to the officer to collect 
the reward, the officer asked him, “Was there a lamp 
near the pond ?” 

“Yes, Sir,” replied the man. 

“Did you look at the lamp ?” asked the officer. 

“Yes Sir, I did look at the lamp,” said the poor 
man. 

“There you are!” said the officer. “You could stand 
in the cold water because you had received heat from 
the lamp. You have no right to ask for the reward.” 
And he drove away the poor man. 


The poor man went to Birbal for help. Birbal listened 
to the poor man’s story. “Don’t worry. I'll get you 
justice,” promised Birbal and sent him away. 
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The next day Birbal did not go to the court. Emperor 
Akbar sent his men to find out the reason for Birbal’s 
absence. The men returned to the Emperor and said, 
“Your Majesty, Birbal says that he is busy cooking. 
He will come as soon as his meal is cooked.” 

Birbal’s strange reply surprised Emperor Akbar. 
So he went himself to Birbal’s house. He was more 
surprised when he saw the scene in the compound 
of Birbal’s house. Birbal was blowing a fire on the 
ground. An earthen pot was hanging high up on a 
bamboo pole. 
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The Emperor said, “Birbal, what is all this tomfoolery 


about? How can the heat of the fire on the ground 
ever reach the pot hanging so high up ?” 


Birbal replied, “If a man standing in the pond can 
receive heat from the lamp at the pond, why can’t 
the pot receive heat from the fire on the ground ?” 


The Emperor asked Birbal to explain his point 
clearly. Then Birbal told him how the poor man was 
wronged by one of the officers of the royal court. 


Emperor Akbar at once sent for the officer and 
the poor man. He listened to both the parties. Then 
he commanded the officer, “You have lost the challenge 
and you must pay five gold coins to this man right 
now.” 

The officer had to obey the Emperor’s order. He 
paid five gold coins to the poor man. The man thanked 


the Emperor and Birbal for their help. 
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11. Repayment of the Loan 


ong, long ago, a man called Buddhichand took from 

his neighbour Laxminandan a loan of rupees one 
thousand on the occasion of his daughter’s marriage. 
Only a few days after the marriage, Laxminandan asked 
Buddhichand to repay the loan. 


Buddhichand said, “I will repay every pie of yours. 
But you know very well that I am a poor man. I will 
need some time to repay the loan.” 


Laxminandan said, “I thought you were an honest 
man. But now I feel that I was wrong in my judgement.” 


Buddhichand said, “Please have patience, my dear 
friend. I will surely repay your loan. I am an honest 


Laxminandan said, “If you are really an honest 
man, as you say, come with me to the Kazis court 
and sign the papers saying that you have mortgaged 
your house to me against the loan.” 
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Buddhichand said, “There is no need of going to 
the court. Please trust me and I will repay the loan 
as early as possible.” 

_ But Laxminandan would not listen to Buddhichand. 
He insisted that Buddhichand must go with him to 
the court and sign the papers. Actually, he wanted 
to take over the house of Buddhichand. 


Buddhichand saw through the evil design of 
Laxminandan. So he said, “I don’t have a horse to 
ride to the court.” 

“Iwill give you my horse to ride,” said Laxminandan. 


A 
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“I don’t have good clothes to wear, 


Buddhichand. 
“I will give you my clothes too,” said Laxminandan. 


“I have no sandals to put on,” said Buddhichand. 

“I will give you my sandals also,” said Laxminandan. 

When Laxminandan supplied all his needs, 
Buddhichand agreed to go with him to the court. 


Buddhichand put on Laxminandan’s clothes and 
sandals. He mounted Laxminandan’s horse and rode 
to the court. 
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When Buddhichand’s name was called out, he stood 
before the Kazi and said, “Your Worship, my friend 
Laxminandan claims that my house and all my 
possessions belong to him. He quarrels with me all 


the time. He has forcibly brought me to the court. 
Please allow me to ask him a few questions.” 


The Kazi called Laxminandan and ordered him to 
answer the questions put to him by Buddhichand. 

“Whom does the cap on my head belong to?” asked 
Buddhichand. 

“It belongs to me,” said Laxminandan. « 

“Whom do the clothes I wear belong to?” asked 
Buddhichand. 

“They belong to me,” said Laxminandan. 

“And whom do the sandals on my feet belong to?” 
asked Buddhichand. 

“The sandals also belong to me,” said Laxminandan 
in an offending tone. 

“And whom does the horse which I rode to the 
court belong to?” asked Buddhichand. | 

“The horse also belongs to me,” cried out 
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Laxminandan excitedly. “The cap, the clothes, the 
sandals and the horse are all mine.” 


All the people in the court laughed more and more 
loudly at Laxminandan. The Kazi, too, stifled his 
laughter with difficulty. Everybody in the court believed 
that Laxminandan had gone mad. He stood aghast 
amidst the peals of laughter. The Kazi, finally, dismissed 
the case. 


Buddhichand made Laxminandan a laughing stock 
in the court and thus foiled the evil plot of Laxminandan. 
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